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The top clef indicates position on the 
fingerboard/strings. The bottom clef 
indicates position on the body of the 
instrument. Unless specified otherwise in 
the score, position on the body of the 
instrument is on the player's side of the 
instrument. Graphics are used throughout 
to clarify movements and positions. 

S c a r l e t  M e m b r a n e

 
 
Symbol Glossary: 

Performance notes: 
 
Scarlet Membrane may be thought of as a theatrical piece given that much of the material is made up of physical movements on the 
instruments. However, the piece does seek to find elements that could be called "musical" in these physical movements. 
 
Aside from more traditionally notated sections, the notation indiciates position and duration of the performers' hands or fingers on 
the instrument. A sustained rhythm indicates the entire time the performer's hand or finger is in that position. In faster sections, though, 
these durations may be cheated. 
 
The performers should have bows set aside within easy grasp at the outset of the piece. A side table or stand may be used as long 
as it is not visually intrusive. A bow holder clipped to the music stand is preferred. 

 
A difference is indicated between actions 
that are silent (small noteheads) and 
actions that sound (normal noteheads). 
Silent actions will of course not be 
completely silent; incidental noise of 
fingers touching the instrument is an 
important aspect of the piece. Aside from 
a few exceptions where dynamics change, 
the sounding actions are to be extremely 
quiet. 

Extreme high note/position on indicated 
string. 

String muted with left hand. 

Knock with knuckles on body. 

Open palm (and later bow) on indicated 
position. 



Vibrato-like motion, silent. 

Fast rubbing back and forth, rustling 
sound. 
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